
Artist Statement 
 
Somei Yoshino Taiko Ensemble (SYTE) was founded in 1999 to explore and develop works that 
incorporate taiko (Japanese drumming) with other types of performance art. Named after one of 
the most beautiful cherry blossom trees in Japan, Somei Yoshino Taiko Ensemble is inspired to 
balance the sensitive and elegant aspects of taiko playing with the strong and powerful. SYTE is 
comprised of four multi-faceted and classically trained artists who blend a unique mixing of 
rhythms, world inspired melodic woodwinds and strings, original costumes, theatrical sets and 
lighting, and a modern movement/dance vocabulary. Somei Yoshino Taiko Ensemble brings a 
new perspective to the art of taiko by focusing on modern compositions and visual motifs that 
step outside of the mainstream. 
 
 
 


